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through which had passed a goodly share of the
commerce between east and west. As through
Gaza passed the trade of Arabia to the western
nations now coveting the luxuries and refinements
of the east, so through Sidon5 and especially
through Tyre, passed all that luxurious Asia had
to contribute to the sybarites who lived in Greece
and Italy. These things could not pass year by
year through Sidon without leaving a share of
the choicest of them in the hands of those who
trafficked. Esarhaddon enumerates in one bald list
the treasure which he carried away. It was of
gold, silver, precious stones, ivory, costly woods,
tapestries, and dress stuffs. The color and the rich-
ness of the east were in this mass of wealth. Esar-
haddon had not reckoned too highly upon the
gains of his conquest, even if three years had fled
away before it was taken. To these were added
the cattle, the sheep, and the asses which were
driven away to render service hereafter in Assyria.
The end of this campaign is a record of return to
the most wretched barbarism of Assyria's darkest
days. When he came up to his city gates Esar-
haddon made a triumphal entry to the sound of
loud music. In his train marched his captives,
and among them were the chief men of Sidon, and
bound round their necks was the ghastly head of
Abd-milkot, while the principal men of Kxindu
and Sizu bore in like mariner the head of San-
duarrl It is a strange sight, this entry into
Nineveh, when it is remembered that the king
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